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TOKYO,  Nov.  23  Kyodo     Before  the  shift  in  political  power  in  Japan  in  September,  the  Japanese  government

aggressively lobbied a U.S. congressional nuclear taskforce to maintain the credibility of the U.S. ''nuclear umbrella'' as

a deterrence against possible attacks from China, North  Korea and other nations, according to sources familiar with

the  matter Monday.
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